Labile anticoagulant in a patient with lymphoma.
A patient with diffuse lymphocytic lymphoma and monoclonal IgM kappa immunoglobulin was found to have an unstable circulating anticoagulant. The anticoagulant inhibited phospholipid-dependent plasma coagulation reactions. Unlike previously described anticoagulants of this type, this plasma inhibitor was neutralized in vitro by products of platelet lysis but not by exogenous addition of other phospholipids or by intact platelets. Inhibitory activity seemed dependent on the monoclonal immunoglobulin, but isolated immunoglobulin fractions lacked anticoagulant activity, suggesting that the inhibitory function was dependent on an easily disrupted macromolecular aggregate. Recognition and characterization of other similar anticoagulants may provide a means of studying the role of phospholipids in normal hemostasis.